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1
OPTICAL PULSE ENERGY DIGITIZER

GOVERNMENT LICENSE RIGHTS

This invention was made with government support under
Government Contract No. NR0000-14-C-0206 awarded by
the National Reconnaissance Office. The government has
certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND

In optical electronics, photo-detected optical pulse energy
is converted to a voltage signal through conversion circuits
such as transimpedance amplifiers (T1As). This type of con-
version has found applications in high speed high resolution
analog-to-digital converters (ADCs), free space optical com-
munications, coherent optical communications and the like.

In a typical conversion process, pulses generated by a
photodiode are converted from current pulses into voltage
pulses prior to quantization. As data rates increase, the fre-
quency of the pulses increases accordingly, and it is becoming
more difficult to accurately measure the peak energy associ-
ated with each pulse when the frequency approaches or
exceeds a certain level.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, embodiments of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein are directed to an analog front end circuit of an
optical pulse energy digitizer. The analog front end may
include a temporal demultiplexer configured to demultiplex a
current pulse stream generated by a photodiode into a plural-
ity of demultiplexed current pulse streams. The analog front
end may also include a plurality of current to voltage convert-
ers coupled with the demultiplexer. Each current to voltage
converter may be configured to convert a particular demulti-
plexed current pulse stream of the plurality of demultiplexed
current pulse streams to produce voltage signals to be pro-
vided as input to at least one quantizer.

In a further aspect, embodiments of the inventive concepts
disclosed herein are directed to an analog front-end circuit of
an optical pulse energy digitizer. The analog front-end circuit
may include a demultiplexer configured to demultiplex a
current pulse stream generated by a photodiode into a plural-
ity of demultiplexed current pulse streams. The analog front-
end circuit may also include a plurality of current to voltage
converters coupled with the demultiplexer. Each current to
voltage converter may be configured to convert a particular
demultiplexed current pulse stream of the plurality of demul-
tiplexed current streams to produce voltage signals. The ana-
log front-end circuit may further include a plurality of quan-
tizers coupled with the plurality of current to voltage
converters. Each quantizer may be configured to receive the
voltage signals produced by a particular current to voltage
converter of the plurality of current to voltage converters and
produce digital signals based on the voltage signals.

In another aspect, embodiments of the inventive concepts
disclosed herein are directed to an optical pulse energy digi-
tizer. The optical pulse energy digitizer may include a photo-
diode configured to convert pulsed optical signals to a current
pulse stream, a demultiplexer configured to demultiplex the
current pulse stream generated by the photodiode into a plu-
rality of demultiplexed current pulse streams, and a plurality
of current to voltage converters coupled with the demulti-
plexer. Each current to voltage converter may be configured to
convert a particular demultiplexed current pulse stream of the
plurality of demultiplexed current pulse streams to produce
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voltage signals. The optical pulse energy digitizer may also
include a plurality of quantizers coupled with the plurality of
current to voltage converters. Each quantizer may be config-
ured to receive the voltage signals produced by a particular
current to voltage converter of the plurality of current to
voltage converters and produce digital signals based on the
voltage signals.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory only and are not restrictive of the inven-
tive concepts disclosed and claimed herein. The accompany-
ing drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part
of the specification, illustrate embodiments of the inventive
concepts and together with the general description, serve to
explain the principles and features of the inventive concepts
disclosed herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The numerous objects and advantages of the inventive
concepts disclosed herein may be better understood by those
skilled in the art by reference to the accompanying figures in
which:

FIG. 11is a block diagram depicting an optical pulse energy
digitizer utilizing an analog front-end circuit according to an
exemplary embodiment of the inventive concepts disclosed
herein; and

FIG. 2 is an exemplary timing diagram depicting an
increase of available process time provided utilizing an ana-
log front-end circuit according to an exemplary embodiment
of the inventive concepts disclosed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments of the inventive concepts disclosed herein,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings.

Embodiments in accordance with the inventive concepts
disclosed herein are directed to analog front-end circuits and
methods for configuring analog front-end circuits to improve
accuracy of optical pulse energy digitizers. More specifically,
an analog front-end circuit in accordance with the inventive
concepts disclosed herein may be configured to reduce a
pulse repetition rate as early in the front-end circuit as pos-
sible. It is contemplated that reducing the repetition rate in
this manner provides more process time that may be allocated
for data acquisition, hold, dump, or time guard bands, all of
which may help to improve the measurement accuracy of the
analog front-end circuit.

Referring to FIG. 1, a block diagram depicting an optical
pulse energy digitizer 100 utilizing an analog front-end cir-
cuit 102 according to an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tive concepts disclosed herein is shown. The optical pulse
energy digitizer 100 may include a photodiode 104 which
may receive optical pulses and generate a stream of current
pulses to be processed by the analog front-end circuit 102.
The analog front-end circuit 102 may then convert the pulse
stream generated by the photodiode 104 from current to volt-
age, which may then be digitized.

More specifically, the analog front-end circuit 102 config-
ured in accordance with the inventive concepts disclosed
herein may include a 1:N demultiplexer (demux) 106 config-
ured to directly demultiplex the pulse stream generated by the
photodiode 104 into N different channels. It is noted that
demultiplexing the pulse stream generated by the photodiode
104 directly in a current mode (e.g., prior to voltage conver-
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sion) allows the demultiplexing process to be performed more
quickly than demultiplexing in a voltage mode (e.g., after
voltage conversion), where switch resistance may negatively
affect switching speed and cause voltage swing. Demulti-
plexing in the current mode also makes the 1:N demultiplexer
106 easily scalable, which may be appreciated in various
applications. Additionally, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the repeti-
tion rate (shown in FIG. 1 as X Giga samples per second as an
example) of each channel after the 1:N demultiplexer 106
may be effectively lowered N times for all of the subsequent
process blocks on that channel. As described below, reducing
the repetition rate in this manner provides more available
process time for the subsequent process blocks, which may
improve measurement accuracy.

Once the pulse stream has been demultiplexed into N dif-
ferent channels, each particular channel may be processed
independently utilizing a series of process blocks dedicated
for that particular channel. In some embodiments, a current to
voltage converter 108 (e.g., an integrate-and-dump circuit)
may be utilized to convert the current received on a particular
channel into a voltage signal. It is to be understood that since
integrate-and-dump circuits are known in the field of signal
processing, detailed schematics of integrate-and-dump cir-
cuits are not shown in FIG. 1. It is also to be understood that
other types of circuits or process blocks capable of converting
current into voltage may also be utilized instead of (or in
addition to) the integrate-and-dump circuits, and the process
block 108 may therefore be referred to generally as a current
to voltage converter 108 without departing from the broad
scope of the inventive concepts disclosed herein.

It is contemplated that each particular channel may also
include one or more amplifiers 110 connected in series that
may be utilized to condition the voltage signal generated by
the current to voltage converter 108 on that particular chan-
nel. Additional process blocks, such as a track and hold circuit
112 or the like, may also be utilized to condition the voltage
signal generated by the current to voltage converter 108 prior
to providing the voltage signal to a quantizer 114 for digital
conversion. Once again, since amplifiers 110, track and hold
circuits 112, as well as quantizers 114 are known in the field
of signal processing, detailed schematics of these compo-
nents are not shown in FIG. 1 for simplicity.

It is contemplated that while specific implementations of
the process blocks 108, 110, 112, and 114 may vary, they may
all be positioned after the 1:N demultiplexer 106 in the pro-
cess flow to take the advantages provided by the 1:N demul-
tiplexer 106. As the 1:N demultiplexer 106 is configured to
directly demultiplex the pulse stream generated by the pho-
todiode 104, the repetition rate on each channel after the 1:N
demultiplexer 106 may be effectively lowered N times for all
of'the subsequent process blocks on that channel. FIG. 2 is an
exemplary timing diagram depicting an increase of available
process time provided utilizing an analog front-end circuit
102 according to an exemplary embodiment of the inventive
concepts disclosed herein.

More specifically, the result of demultiplexing a pulse
stream into N demultiplexed pulse streams is that the repeti-
tion rate on each demultiplexed pulse stream is now N times
lower than the original pulse stream. This lowered repetition
rate effectively means that each particular channel now has N
times the original time unit between pulses on that particular
channel, as illustrated in the timing diagram shown in FIG. 2.

Also shown in FIG. 2 are various functions that may now be
assigned to the various time units made available for each
channel. It is noted that more processing time may be allo-
cated to certain functions as needed or desired, and these
functions are not required to conform to the allocation
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scheme shown in FIG. 2. Itis to be understood that allocations
of processing time may be customized and/or adjusted to fit
specific processing requirements. It is also possible to insert
optional time guard bands to further improve measurement
accuracy.

Referring back to the exemplary optical pulse energy digi-
tizer 100 shown in FIG. 1, it is to be understood that while
increasing the processing time allocated for holding a voltage
and/or dumping the voltage in an integrate-and-dump circuit
108 may typically lead to improved measurement accuracy,
time allocations may be optimized for specific operating con-
ditions and therefore may vary without departing from the
broad scope of the inventive concepts disclosed herein.

It is also contemplated that while various techniques may
be utilized to provide clock signals to the various channels to
control the timing, certain implementations of the analog
front-end circuit 102 may utilize a single multi-phase clock
116 (as shown in FIG. 1) to provide synchronized controls for
all channels. For instance, the single multi-phase clock 116
may be configured as an N-phase clock, which may be
capable of distributing a clock signal to each of the N chan-
nels in the analog front-end circuit 102. It is contemplated that
driving the various channels using the same N-phase clock
116 may help to provide well-defined phases for data acqui-
sition, hold, dump, and time guard bands across the various
channels, ensuring consistency and accuracy of the multi-
channel front-end processes described above.

It is contemplated that an analog front-end circuit 102
configured in accordance with the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may be utilized in various types of optical pulse
energy digitizer, including photonic analog-to-digital con-
verters (ADCs) and the like. Embodiments of the inventive
concepts of the present disclosure may be implemented uti-
lizing any combination of software and hardware technology
and by using a variety of technologies without departing from
the broad scope of the inventive concepts or without sacrific-
ing all of their material advantages. It is to be understood that
the specific order or hierarchy of steps in the processes dis-
closed is an example of exemplary approaches. It is to be
understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps in the
processes may be rearranged while remaining within the
broad scope of the present disclosure.

Itis contemplated that various changes may be made in the
form, construction, and arrangement of the components
thereof without departing from the broad scope of the inven-
tive concepts or without sacrificing all of their material advan-
tages. The form herein before described being merely an
explanatory embodiment thereof, it is the intention of the
following claims to encompass and include such changes.

What is claimed is:

1. An analog front end circuit of an optical pulse energy
digitizer, comprising:

a demultiplexer configured to demultiplex a current pulse
stream generated by a photodiode into a plurality of
demultiplexed current pulse streams; and

aplurality of current to voltage converters coupled with the
demultiplexer, each current to voltage converter config-
ured to convert a particular demultiplexed current pulse
stream of the plurality of demultiplexed current pulse
streams to produce voltage signals to be provided as
input to at least one quantizer.

2. The analog front-end circuit of claim 1, further compris-

ing:

at least one track and hold circuit coupled with the plurality
of current to voltage converters and configured to track
and hold the voltage signals produced by each particular
current to voltage converter of the plurality of current to
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voltage converters prior to providing the voltage signals
as input to the at least one quantizer.

3. The analog front-end circuit of claim 1, further compris-
ing:

at least one amplifier coupled with the plurality of current
to voltage converters and configured to condition the
voltage signals produced by each particular current to
voltage converter of the plurality of current to voltage
converters prior to providing the voltage signals to the at
least one quantizer.

4. The analog front-end circuit of claim 1, wherein the
demultiplexer is a 1:N demultiplexer configured to lower a
repetition rate of each particular demultiplexed current pulse
stream of the plurality of demultiplexed current pulse streams
N-times in comparison to a repetition rate of the current pulse
stream generated by the photodiode.

5. The analog front-end circuit of claim 4, wherein each
particular current to voltage converter of the plurality of cur-
rent to voltage converters includes an integrate-and-dump
circuit.

6. The analog front-end circuit of claim 5, wherein the
integrate-and-dump circuit is allocated a process time for
holding a voltage and a process time for dumping the voltage
according to the repetition rate of each particular demulti-
plexed current pulse stream.

7. The analog front-end circuit of claim 1, further compris-
ing:

amulti-phase clock coupled with the plurality of current to
voltage converters and configured to distribute a clock
signal to each particular current to voltage converter of
the plurality of current to voltage converters to control
timing of each particular current to voltage converter.

8. An analog front-end circuit of an optical pulse energy
digitizer, comprising:

a demultiplexer configured to demultiplex a current pulse
stream generated by a photodiode into a plurality of
demultiplexed current pulse streams;

aplurality of current to voltage converters coupled with the
demultiplexer, each current to voltage converter config-
ured to convert a particular demultiplexed current pulse
stream of the plurality of demultiplexed current streams
to produce voltage signals; and

a plurality of quantizers coupled with the plurality of cur-
rent to voltage converters, each quantizer configured to
receive the voltage signals produced by a particular cur-
rent to voltage converter of the plurality of current to
voltage converters and produce digital signals based on
the voltage signals.

9. The analog front-end circuit of claim 8, further compris-

ing:

at least one track and hold circuit coupled with the plurality
of current to voltage converters and configured to track
and hold the voltage signals produced by each particular
current to voltage converter of the plurality of current to
voltage converters prior to providing the voltage signals
as input to the plurality of quantizers.

10. The analog front-end circuit of claim 8, further com-

prising:

at least one amplifier coupled with the plurality of current
to voltage converters and configured to condition the
voltage signals produced by each particular current to
voltage converter of the plurality of current to voltage
converters prior to providing the voltage signals to the
plurality of quantizers.

11. The analog front-end circuit of claim 8, wherein the

demultiplexer is a 1:N demultiplexer configured to lower a
repetition rate of each particular demultiplexed current pulse
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stream of the plurality of demultiplexed current pulse streams
N-times in comparison to a repetition rate of the current pulse
stream generated by the photodiode.

12. The analog front-end circuit of claim 11, wherein each
particular current to voltage converter of the plurality of cur-
rent to voltage converters includes an integrate-and-dump
circuit.

13. The analog front-end circuit of claim 12, wherein the
integrate-and-dump circuit is allocated a process time for
holding a voltage and a process time for dumping the voltage
according to the repetition rate of each particular demulti-
plexed current pulse stream.

14. The analog front-end circuit of claim 8, further com-
prising:

a multi-phase clock coupled with the plurality of current to
voltage converters and configured to distribute a clock
signal to each particular current to voltage converter of
the plurality of current to voltage converters to control
timing of each particular current to voltage converter.

15. An optical pulse energy digitizer, comprising:

a photodiode configured to convert optical signals to gen-
erate a current pulse stream;

a demultiplexer configured to demultiplex the current pulse
stream generated by the photodiode into a plurality of
demultiplexed current pulse streams;

aplurality of current to voltage converters coupled with the
demultiplexer, each current to voltage converter config-
ured to convert a particular demultiplexed current pulse
stream of the plurality of demultiplexed current pulse
streams to produce voltage signals; and

a plurality of quantizers coupled with the plurality of cur-
rent to voltage converters, each quantizer configured to
receive the voltage signals produced by a particular cur-
rent to voltage converter of the plurality of current to
voltage converters and produce digital signals based on
the voltage signals.

16. The optical pulse energy digitizer of claim 15, further

comprising:

at least one track and hold circuit coupled with the plurality
of current to voltage converters and configured to track
and hold the voltage signals produced by each particular
current to voltage converter of the plurality of current to
voltage converters prior to providing the voltage signals
as input to the plurality of quantizers.

17. The optical pulse energy digitizer of claim 15, further

comprising:

at least one amplifier coupled with the plurality of current
to voltage converters and configured to condition the
voltage signals produced by each particular current to
voltage converter of the plurality of current to voltage
converters prior to providing the voltage signals to the
plurality of quantizers.

18. The optical pulse energy digitizer of claim 15, wherein
the demultiplexer is a 1:N demultiplexer configured to lower
a repetition rate of each particular demultiplexed current
pulse stream of the plurality of demultiplexed current pulse
streams N-times in comparison to a repetition rate of the
current pulse stream generated by the photodiode.

19. The optical pulse energy digitizer of claim 18, wherein
each particular current to voltage converter of the plurality of
current to voltage converters includes an integrate-and-dump
circuit, and wherein the integrate-and-dump circuit is allo-
cated a process time for holding a voltage and a process time
for dumping the voltage according to the repetition rate of
each particular demultiplexed current pulse stream.

20. The optical pulse energy digitizer of claim 15, further
comprising:
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7
amulti-phase clock coupled with the plurality of current to
voltage converters and configured to distribute a clock
signal to each particular current to voltage converter of
the plurality of current to voltage converters to control
timing of each particular current to voltage converter. 5
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